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Education and Training 

 
Education 

 
09/1996 – 07/2001      Laurea in Psicologia Clinica e dello Sviluppo (Italian B.A. and M.S. in 

Clinical and Developmental Psychology), Parma University, Italy 

09/2003 – 09/2008      Ph.D., Human Development, University of California, Davis. Mentor, Dr. 

Sally Rogers  

1/2016 – 2/2018          Board Certified Behavior Analyst Classes, Florida Institute of Technology  

 

Postdoctoral Training 

 

09/2008 – 09/2009      Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. Mentor, Dr. 

Catherine Lord 

                   

Additional Training 

 

09/2006 – 09/2008 Early Start Denver Model, trained by Dr. Sally Rogers. Fidelity achieved.  

Certified Trainer  

10/2008 ADOS training, University of Michigan. Reliability with instrument 

achieved. Certified Trainer 

03/2009 ADI training, University of Michigan. Reliability with instrument 

achieved. Certified Trainer 

02/2018                       BOSCC (Brief Observation of Social Communication Change), Cornell 

University. Reliability with instrument achieved. Trainer 

 

 

Licensure  
 

12/2002 – Present Clinical Psychologist, Italy  

 

2/2018 – Present        Board Certified Behavior Analyst  
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Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale 

 
04/2019       Abilitazione a Professore di Seconda Fascia, Psicologia dello Sviluppo e 

dell’Educazione 

 

 

Academic Appointments 

 
09/2011 – 09/2011     Center for Human Growth and Development (CHGD), University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

  Position: Assistant Research Scientist (I had to leave this position to return 

to Italy to fulfill a 2 years residency requirement imposed by the Fulbright 

Commission)  

11/2011 – 06/2015     Consiglio Nazionale per la Ricerca (National Research Council), Italy.  

Position: Researcher 

11/2013 – 08/2015      Department of Psychiatry, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Position: Adjunct Research Assistant Professor     

09/2015 – 06/2020      Department of Psychiatry, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Position: Research Assistant Professor     

07/2020 – present       Department of Psychiatry, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Position: Adjunct Research Assistant Professor     

09/2020 – present       IRCCS Stella Maris, Calmabrone, Pisa, Italy 

                                    Position: Dirigente Psicologa - Researcher 

 

 

Clinical Employment, Experience, and Consulting  
 

09/2000 – 09/2002     Centro di Ricerca per l’Autismo (Autism Research Center), Verona, Italy 

Postgraduate Internship in Clinical Psychology  

09/2002 – 09/2003     ESPA (European Services for People with Autism), Sunderland, UK 

Position: Assistant Psychologist 

09/2009 – 09/2011      University of Michigan Autism and Communication Disorders Center 

(UMACC), Ann Arbor, MI 

Position: Research Specialist Lead and Senior Research Supervisor        

09/2011 – Present       Scientific and Clinical Consultant for Hospitals and Research Centers in 

Italy (e.g., Istituto Stella Maris, University of Pisa; Pediatric Hospital 

Burlo, Trieste; University of Messina) 

 

Research Interests  
 

Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Intervention for Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Developmental Psychopathology 

Longitudinal Studies of Developmental Disorders 
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Grant Support 
 

Ongoing Research Support 

 

Baptist Community Ministries, Tulane Center for Autism and Related Disorders  

Expansion      Settles (PI) 1/ 2016 – 12/2019 

Role: Consultant, $ 438,095 

  

 

Gect Grant, European Union                             Francioso (PI)        1/2018 – 12/2020 

Efficacy and sustainability of the ESDM in the public health system in Gorizia (Italy) and Nova 

Gorica (Slovenia) 

Role: Consultant, EURO 500,000  

 

University of Messina Intramural Funds          Persico (PI)            1/2018 – 3/2020 

Evaluation of the Early Start Denver Model in an Italian Community 

Role: Co-I with Effort, Euro 200,000 

 

Friuli Venezia Giulia Region, Italy                                        Devescovi (PI)    1/2018 – 12/2021 

Screening and evaluation of the efficacy of the ESDM in the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region  

Role: Co-I with Effort, Euro 173,000 

 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services          Colombi (PI)         10/2018 – 10/2019 

Training Professionals to deliver a Parent-Child Group Intervention for Young Children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder 

Role: Principal Investigator, $ 100,000 

 

National Institute of Mental Health R01 MH115715     Robins (PI)                  9/17 -5/22            

“Connecting the Dots: An RCT Integrating Standardized ASD Screening, High-Quality 

Treatment, and Long-Term Outcomes”   

Total costs: $ 11,400,000 

Role: Consultant 

 

MCube Pilot Grant, University of Michigan     Bagozzi, Debiec, Colombi (PI)  1/2019 – 12/2019 

An investigation of decision making, coping with stress, and well-being of parents with children 

on the autism spectrum 

Role: Co-PI without Effort, $ 60,000 

 

SPARK Michigan                                           Colombi (PI)                    3/2019 – 2/2022 

The aim of the grant is to characterize behaviorally and genetically individuals with ASD and 

their families as part of a national clinical network comprising 20 Institutions.  

Role: PI with Effort, $ 600,000 
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MCube Diamond Grant, University of Michigan     Colombi (PI)  7/2019 – 6/2021 

Very Early Intervention for Infants at Risk of ASD 

Role: Co-PI without Effort, $ 15,000 

 

National Institute of Mental Health (R01 MH122491-01)      Tso (PI)       04/2020-03/2025          

“Disrupted eye gaze perception as a biobehavioral marker of social dysfunction: An RDoC 

investigation”  

Role: Co-I with Effort, $2,126,626 total direct costs 

 

 

 

 

Pending Research Support 

 

Flinn Foundation                                   Colombi (PI)   1/2019 – 1/2021 

Intervention for Infants at Risk for Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Role: PI, $ 150,000 

 

Southeast Michigan Association      Colombi (PI)    3/2019 – 2/2020 

Identification and Intervention for Infants at Risk for Autism Spectrum Disorder in South East 

Michigan 

Role: PI, $ 50,000 

 

Caplan Foundation                             Colombi (PI)     4/2019 – 3/2021 

Parent Coaching Intervention for Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Role: PI, $ 100,000 

 

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds to support localized projects for Outdoor Recreation, 

Caregivers and Youth Sports             Colombi (PI)     9/2019 – 8/2010 

Role: PI, $ 25,000 

 

 

Completed Research Support 

 

Tupin Award, University of California, Davis   Rogers (PI)       05/2006 – 05/2008 

The goal of this project was to evaluate the mirror neuron system functioning in children with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

Role: Co-I with Effort (Principal Investigator: Sally Rogers), $ 50,000 

  

Prima Pietra Project                      Pioggia (PI)      01/2012 – 01/2016                           

Dissemination and efficacy of the Early Start Denver Model (ESDM) in Sicily 

Role: Co-I with Effort, Euro 200,000 

 

Burlo Pediatric Hospital, Trieste, Italy Pilot Grant             Devescovi (PI)     09/2014 – 09/2016  
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Very Early Identification of Autism Spectrum Disorder in Italy 

Role: Co-I without Effort, Euro 30,000 

 

MCube Pilot Grant, University of Michigan     Ahlquist, Colombi (PI)          1/2016 – 12/2016 

Tactile interfaces and environments for developing motor skills and social interaction in children 

with autism  

Role: Co-PI without Effort, $ 18,000 

 

MICHR Pilot Grant Round 21, University of Michigan    Colombi (PI)         1/2017 – 6/2018 

Parent-child Group Intervention for Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Role: Principal Investigator, $ 50,000 

 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services          Colombi (PI)         11/2017 – 10/2018 

Training Professionals to deliver a Parent-Child Group Intervention for Young Children with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Role: Principal Investigator, $ 100,000 

 

MICHELANGELO. Si tratta di un progetto di ricerca finanziato dalla Commissione Europea 

nell’ambito del 7° Programma Quadro (FP7 – Contratto #288241).  grant: 3.500.000 

Role: Consultant 

 

ALERT (Attenzione condivisa valutata in uno studio Longitudinale nella popolazione ad alto 

rischio di autismo tramite Eye-tracking, Risposta neurofîsiologica e Tecnologie assistive). Il 

progetto ha avuto lo scopo di sviluppare e valutare, per la prima volta in Italia, l’efficacia di un 

sistema tecnologico per la valutazione dell’attenzione condivisa in bambini a rischio di Disturbo 

dello Spettro Autistico di età inferiore ai 36 mesi. grant: 250.000 

Role: Consultant 

 

 

Honors and Awards  
 

2000   Erasmus scholarship. Source: European Union. Bangor University (UK) 

2003   Fulbright Fellowship. Source: Government of the United States of America 

2003  Non-Resident Tuition Fellowship. Source: University of California, Davis 

2004   Non-Resident Tuition Fellowship. Source: University of California, Davis 

2004  UCD and Humanities Research Award. Source: University of California, Davis 

2005 IMFAR Travel Award. Source: IMFAR (International Meeting for Autism 

Research) 

2005 Department Travel Award. Source: Human Development Department, University 

of California, Davis 

2005  UCD and Humanities Research Award. Source: Graduate Studies, University of 

California, Davis 

2006  Zeaman Award. Source: 39th Annual Gatlinburg Conference 

2006 IMFAR Travel Award. Source: IMFAR (International Meeting for Autism 

Research)  

2006  UCD and Humanities Research Award. Source: University of California, Davis 
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2007   UC Davis Dissertation Fellowship.  Source: Graduate Studies, University of  

  California, Davis 

2008 UC Davis Graduate Studies International Travel Award. Source: Graduate 

Studies, University of California, Davis 

2020                Premio Autismo Senza Confini. Fondazione Falanga per l’Autismo – Onlus 

(Autism without Boarders Award- Falanga Foundation, Italy) 

 

 

Membership in Professional Societies 
 

International Society for Autism Research (INSAR) 

ESDM for Italy  

 

Editorial and Professional service 
 

2009   Ad hoc reviewer, National Standards Project for Autism Treatment 

2009 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 

2010 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research 

2010 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Autism Research  

2012 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Autism 

2013 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Research in Intellectual Disabilities 

2016 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Clinical Psychiatry 

2016 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Cognitive Development 

2016 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Autism Research and Treatment 

2016 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Child and Adolescent Mental Health 

2017 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, Focus on Childhood and Adolescent Mental Health 

2017 – Present  Ad hoc reviewer, American Family Physician 

2018 - Present             Reviewer, International Society for Autism Research Meeting, Montreal 

2018 – Present            Ad hoc reviewer, Brain Sciences 

2018 – Present            Ad hoc reviewer, Pediatrics  

2019 -  Present            Ad hoc reviewer, Development and Psychopathology  

 

 

Teaching 

 
Undergraduate Students 

 

2008 – 2011                Independent Study Research Mentor, undergraduate: Mentored more 

than 20 students as they completed independent study project. 
2015 – 2017                Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (UROP): Mentored 8   

students in projects related to my research. 

2017 – Present Independent Study Research Mentor: Mentoring 3 students completing 

independent study projects affiliated with my research. 

2017 – Present            Sarah Mays, Senior Honours Thesis Student  
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Clinical Fellows 

 

2014 – 2015                Mellissa Hendricks, M.D. Role: Clinical Research Mentor  

University of Michigan 

 

Postdoctoral Fellows 

 

2011 – 2013                Rosamaria Siracusa, M.D., Ph.D. Role: Clinical Research Mentor, 

University of Messina, Italy. 

2011 – 2013                Virginia Cigala, M.D., Ph.D. Role: Clinical Research Mentor, 

University of Messina, Italy. 

2011 – 2013                Antonio Narzisi, Ph.D. Role: Clinical Research Mentor, 

University of Pisa, Italy. 

2017 – Present Julie Boulanger, Ph.D. Role: Research Mentor (Mentor on MICHR PTSP 

Award, under review), University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

 
Institutional 

 

2006 Course taught: Introduction to Psychology (under the supervision of Dr. 

Gibbs), University of California, Davis, CA 

2007 Course taught: Introduction to Clinical Psychology, University of 

California, Davis, CA 

2008- Present    ADOS Research training. Duties: training professionals in the 

administration and coding of the ADOS for clinical and research purposes. 

This training is open to external professionals as well as to internal staff, 

trainees, and faculties.  

2008 – Present ADI-R Research Training. Duties: training professionals in the 

administration and coding of the ADI-R for clinical and research purposes 

2008 – Present             Early Start Denver Model Training. Training at all levels. This training is 

open to external professionals as well as to internal staff, trainees, and 

faculties.   

2011 – Present Seminars regarding ASD, Typical, and Atypical Development in various 

University Programs In Italy: Master in Autism Spectrum Disorder, 

University of Messina, Italy; Master in Autism Spectrum Disorder, 

Universita’ Pontificia Salesiana, Roma, Italy 

2013 – Present Guest Lecturer, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship Program, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

2017 - Present             Guest Lecturer, Department of Social Work, Master Program, University 

of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

2017 - Present             Guest Lecturer, Clinical Psychology Postdoctoral Fellowship Program, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

2017                            Guest Lecturer, Neuropsychology Program, University of Michigan, Ann 

Arbor, MI 
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